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REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN.--
TheSeleclmen of the town of Acushnet respectfully

submit the following report:

George F. Glasse is charged with uncollected
1872,

Amount collected,
Amount remitted,
Commissions on taxes collected since 1872,

tuxes of

8102.75
15.15
3.76

$215.40

12I.G6

Treasurer's Account.

George P. Morse, tr~asurcr, is charged with
receiving taxes collected by G cargc F. G lasse,
1872, 5102.75

Received of collector, 0,352.75
Heceived of State treasurer, Lank tax, corpor-

ation tax, anu reimbursement of State aiu, 1,377.0G
Balance of last year's account, 830.57
UeceiveJ from State school fund, 2.1.1.51

(

•

Due the town,

George P. Morse, collector of taxes, is
tax bills of 1875,

Also with tax bills of 1871,
,. " "1873,
., " "1874,

CHEDIT.

Paid State tax,
Paid County tax,
Discount on taxes rolledetl,
Commission on taxes collcete,l,
Taxes remitted,
Uncollected taxes for 1871,

., "1873,
" "1874,
" "1875,

Amount paitl town treasurer,

charged wilh
$9,062.75

22.40
23.20
26.24

$1,000.00
880.30
495.06
88.8:)
71.95
22.40
23.20
30.10

390.00
G,352.7.~

$93.74

$9,354.59

$0,354.[,9



$224 ..>0
265.50
317.50
281.25
70.00

140.00
278.00
357.50
90.00

I
I

~
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Hcccivcu from county treasurer, dog func.J, 1] 0.04
For sehool Looks soltI, 20,4 7
Benjamin \\'hilc, lludiolll'er's Hecnsc, 2.00
Engine and fixtures. 38.53
Two hog's sold at Alms-house, ''2~.OO
One twenty-eighth State tax from Xcw

Bedford, 67.15
For me of school-house at Acushnet village, 12.00
From town of )Iurion, for helping poor, 20.00
For oue cow sold at Alms-hou:'!c, 40.00
From sale of burial lot, 5.00
From town of Hochcster I for schooling

children, 7!UJf)
From sale of loam at gravcllol, ,1.32
From town of Mattapoisett, for helping' poor, 8.00
Of Benjamin "chile, gutlrdian of Leonard
Gammons, {)2.00

Interest Oil taxes collected after abatement, 20.42
From "'illiam Brightman, for ~chooliug, 1.00
From E. n. Ashley, for school-house, 47.00 S9,-J65 ..l2

CnEHlT.

The treasurer is credited with the following amounts paid:

Pail! support of poor, $1,464.-11
Support of puhlic schools, 2,179.a3
Incillental expenses, nUll new school-
house, 4,262.-17

Bernirs on highwnys, 1,013.41
Trensurer's commission, G1.4i.

Balance in treasury, 484.33 S!J,.lG5..l2

Support of Schools.

Pnitl :,\[iS5 Ida A. Omey,
Mrs. Ann II. Snow,
Miss Sarah L. Snow,
:i\Ir. Charles L. Hussell,
Miss Lilia A. Hicks,
Miss Martha W'. 'Vhite,
Miss Cr:'lra T. "~ing,
1\1r. Caleh Slade,
Mrs. D. II. Gammons,
Edward H. Ashley, woou furnished for
schools, 28.50

B. Y. "~arner, wood furubhetl for fchools, 17.75
Geo. P. Morse," "41.76

•
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New Bedford, for tuition, 9.50
Cornelius Cummings, for making fir('~, .2;)
H. F. lInthawH)", for cOllI, 17.32
Dennis S. l\In~on, for making fires in 18'i5, ~.25
.John \Y. Chace, making fires, 4.25
F. "'"rig-hl, milking fires, 3.7.1
G. II. MauteI', .75
Edwnrtl "'. Ashley, making fires, 6.00
Edwin P. Tuber, making fires, .1.00
Henry C. Churchill, nll\king Hres, 8.25
George P. 1\101'5c, carling cOld, 1.50
"rime \Vright, preparing: fuel, 1.25
l'reparing fuel at school-houses, tLOO $.2,1 j£l.3j

Paid amount

"

Highway Account.

expended by Andrew .r. 'Ving,
•• Ccorgc 'V. ~ye,
'I. Samuel 'ring,

$507.14
245.9G
2GO.31 $1,013.41

Pauper Account.

18.75

$1,0.00

8.00
4G.32
1;).00
10.00

211.35
273.0G
2G.00
39.00
,8.00
20.00

l'nid Syh.c:;tcr Pratt, services us keeper of
Alms.hollse,

Dr. D. II. Cannou, medical nth~nllall('e

for poor,
Treasurer of Taunton Lunatic Hospital,

for support of B. Tabcr,
H. Dads & Sou, 5upplic5 fur .Ahn~-hou:5~1
Ail1 to Ruth Cook,
.Aid If) Belsey Oli\'cr.
Aill to Henry R. Swirt, for :Sew Bedford,
Ail110 .fuhn Hammond, for l\larion,
Aililu 1{nlh Brownell, for l\lattapoi~Ctt,
Aid to "7m• II. Hathaway, for Hochcslcr, 20.00
Cit)' of Taunton, support of pauper, 29.2G
.Joseph S. Tilling-bnst, illSlIrllnCC on

Altns-home,
Town of )1 idJ.lcboro', support of paupers,
Sylvester rratt, for hay,
l\lnry "rallen, for work at Alm:'!-house,
EliznLeth C. Jenney, support of Rosa
TaLer, 80.00

George S. "~ilher, whitewashing, ",'\;c., 5.00
Cornelius A. Howland, bhlcksmithing, .4 7
William 'V. nanJ .•., 100 Ibs. l'odHsh, !i.fiO
Coggeshall & Co.,;offiu5I from 18tH to 18G5, 55.00

•
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George D. ""'hitney, wood to C. Shepherd, 3.,0
Dr. Isaac Fairchiltls. for mCllical altcm14

nTlCC on P. Gitlord's wife. fIS.OO
O. F. Braley, for work lit .Alml".llOlI~C,

carpentering, 12.fiO
Aid to Deborah.""ilcox, :JG.OO
Aid to Isaac ""eslon. fur Xcw Dellforll, la.OO
Ba)'lic5 & Cannoll, 1 bbl. Leef, 13.00
Town of ~Jattl\pOil'ctt, !'upport of pallpcl'it, 78.00
City of Xew Bedford, f'upport ofpaol', 74.17
Frctlcrick A. Sowle, for witlfIow!>, 1.~O
""m.lI. Chappdl, supplies to C. Shrpht,ftl, 10.00
Mrs. Pratt, makill).; dolhes for inmates, 8.20
~J'nslcr l'ratt, wood, boots, coat, &c., lG.88
Dr. George Atwood, mClli('al altendance, G.OO
""nt. ""3fihburn, woofl to C. Sh('phenl, 3.35
.John H. Dayii:1, supplies to 'L C. Gitford, 9.00
Town of Fairhaxcl1, 10.00 $1,4G,I.-Il

Deduct for helping :\cw Bedford poor, $91.00
" •• Marion poor, 20.00
" 14 Hocileslcr poor, 20.00
" '" Falmouth poor, 7.00
14 ., ~lnttupoisett poor, 8.00 l-IG.OO

$1,:118.41

Incidental Account.

Paid .J amef) W'arrell,
Philip A. Br:nlfc)fIl, for grunl lot,
Acushnet Saw Mill Co.,
Samuel B. Hamliu,
Amelia. F. Keen,
William )IRxfichi,
Mrs. Palter, cleaning school-homt'.
H. Y. "Tarner, cleaning sehool-hollst!,
Thomas Hersom, expressage, &c.,
.Julia Denham. cleaning school-bouse,
E. Anthony & Sons, printing,
~i""lOls &: Page, stove.pipe,
S. Hutchinson, school books, mllp~, &c.,
.Joshua )Iorsc, scating nnd repairing- sdlOol.

houses,
Sullings & Kingman, fnr stove,
George A. CoLL, for stove-pipe, &c.,
•J. C. Small, for painting blackLoaf(.]~1
Ida Dme.}', for Looks,

Sl..~
.10.00
5.7G

15.75
.35

8.G~
3.00
['.00
1.90
3.50

G3.00
2.70

52.37

8.00
J.l.00
14.2 •
1G.07

1.3.1
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00.00

77.75

OOO.O~
3,362.3e

4.20
:l.00
~.OO

1.15
3.00
8.Gl
18.15

G.50
io4O

10.20
1-1..,0
.3.l)
1.88
.1. 90

28.20
1i3.00

George P. Morse, ink, &c.,
Benjamin "~hitc, auctioneer, and paper!:!,
George P. :\lorso. book!! nnd furnishings,

II " recording births, dcnths, &c.,
Interest on mon('y horrowed before taxes
,n~re due,

State aid,
Pardon Taber, fliT eXpClls.cS to Roston
adjusling Lank null corporation tax,

George P. 1\.lor.!'c, seating- school-house,
Oliver Prescott, legal lld\'i('c,
Pardon Taber, Jr., slntioncry and postage
stamps,

.Tallies L. Hoss, school-house furniture,
E. G. Dillingham,
Benjamin Hobinsoll.
E. H. Ashley, walks at new school.hous(~,
\Vood, Brig-htmnll & Co., stove,
Charles Fuller, expressage,
Caleb Slade,
.Tahe7. Tauer, error ill t<lX,
l'nnlon Taber, .Jr., ficn'ices as selectman,
nSSCS50r, and overseer of poor I

"raher Spooner, scn"iccs a.s sclcctman,
ll~sc!"sor, and o\'Cr~ccr of poor,

.JO!i-hUl\ )[orse, scrvices l\~ l'clectman, as-
SCl'lsor, and overscer of POOf, 18.00

E. H. Ashley, serviccs as school committee, :i5.00
G. P. Morse, " " '" 30.00
B. Y. 'Varner, 4' " " 20.00
"ratter H. Spooner, guide board, 1.~0
For building- new school-house at Long r;uin,,

(

)
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New School.lIouso Account.

The committce chosen by the town of Acushnet April
24th, 1875, to pm'chase a lot and build a school-house at

.Long Plain, rcspccfully submit the following report.
That they have bought a lot at Long Plain containing

one acre, and have hau a school-house built thereon, fin-
ished aud furnished iu time for the Winter school, at the
following cost, viz. :

$201.00
156.75
324.30

2,363.38
257.20
25.00
34.75 $3,362.38

S. B. IIA)ILIN,} B '1_"
LEVI "rING, UI u~ng
J. R. ALLEN, COlmmttee.

Lot,
Fencing,
Cellar and grading,
House above cellar, including privies, &c.,
Furnishings,
Plana and specifications,
Committee's services,

40.00
5.00

Cash in treasury I 5484.33
Due from city of N. Bedford;for helping POOT, 91.00
Due from town of Rochester, ~~ u 20.00
Due from town of Falmouth, "" 7 .00
Due from L. T. JeDD~ng8, fur Hammett school~

hom;c,
Due from 'Vm. Terrell, for usc of gravel lot, $517.33

All of which is respcctfully submitted.
PAnDON TAREH, In.,} Selectmen of
,V ALTER SPOONER, the town
,JOSHUA MOnSE, of Acushnet.



RElJOlt'l' OF 'l'HE SCHOOL COJU~IIT'l'EE.

Your committee beg leave to report that their organization was
E. R. ASHI.EY, Chairman, and GEORGE P. MORSE, Secretary.

APPROPRIATIONS.

Amount raised. by tOWD,

Received from the State school fund,
Received froro. dog fnod,

$1,800.00
245.51
110.04
----
$2,155.55

I.

(
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DETAILED REPORT OF THE SCHOOLS.

The following tabular ,...icw will exhibit the names'of teachers,
wages, attendance, and other particulan of the schools.

TABLE I.

•.Primary.
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TABLE II.
No. N•••"". Terms. Tellch~ra. Wag" •.

Lenl:"lh M
School.

I, Bog, Summer, Mnrtha W. White, $28.00 2.25 mos.
FilII, Mllrtha W. White, 28.00 2.75
Wiuter, Ann II. Snow, 30.00 3.75 ..

2, Whclden, Summer, LllIlc A. Hicks, 28.00 2.50 "
Fall, D. II. Gamlllons, 36.00 2.50 "
WInter, C. L. Russell, 45.00 3.75 "

3, New School, Summer, C. L. Hussell, 50.00 } 2 2'"
and Ida Oiney, 2,').00 .•.•

Fall, Caleb Slade, 55.00 2.50 "
WInter, Caleb Slade, 55.00 4 ..

Primor}', Fall, Idn A. Orney, 25.00 2.2.') ..
\\'lnler, Ida A. Omey, 28.00 4.

4, Perry lilli, Summer, Clnrn T. Winl!, 30.00 2.50 "
Full, Clara T. Wing, :\0.00 2.50 "
"'inter, Clam T. Wing', 32.00 4.

5, Quaker, Summer, Ann H. Snow, 29.00 2.50 "
Fnll, Ann H. Snow, 29.00 3 "

6, Harrim'ett, Summer, Snra L. Snow. 30.00 21 "
FuJI, Sara L. Snow t 36.00 2.50 "

5&6 Long Plain,Wlnter, Snra L. Snow. 40,00 4 ..

Carrie L. W"ing,
LuUe Asbley,
Amanda Robinson,
Nancy M. Tripp,
EmmaE. Westgate,
Laura Pittsley,
Susie T. Wright,
Hattie L. Albro,

!

I
f The schools have been in scssi9n a fraction less than 9 months

under efficient teachers, showing as much advancement as reason.
ably could be expected j also an interest manifested by the scholars
that is noticeable in their punctual attendance, some of which nre
worthy of honorable mention for not having been absent during
the term.

Nellie A. Brightman,
A. N. Wilson,
D. C. Pierce,
Geo. A. Robinson,
Eddie Ruckert,
Eddie 'V. ltIorse,
G. A. Ashley,
II. Wright,

Geo. G. Parker.
And quite n number very close.

The sch601 house built to accommodate schools Nos. 5 and 6,
waB located about midway between the two houses, and is a t,~o-
story building 25x36, with a frontal projection, with ample space
in either room for the accommodation of 40 children. The en.
closed ground of one acre is level and pleasant. The tower is fur-
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nished :with n bell, or unusual richness and clearness of tone,
placed there by the prh-nte subscriptions of the friends of the
scholars to the amount of $151.00. The building, furniture and
grounds cost 83,362.38. "re can justly say that the friends of
education are proud of their new house, which was dedicated on
the 29th of Nov., by an appropriate address from Abner J.
Phipps, agent of the State llonrd or Education, and others.

School commenced by )Iiss Sarah L. Snow, and has b~en in
session for four months, showing a marked advancement; also,
making a school that was interesting to teacher and scholars

At prescnt the practical utility of the knowledge imparted is
made to some extent the primary object of education, instead of the
expansion of the various facuhies of the mind.

Parents usually appear to think if they send their children to
school and never visit it themseh-es, they are doing all that is
necessary; and a general disposition prevails to throw all respon-
sibility upon the teacher. Both instructor and pupils require sym-
pathy much oftener than they receive it. 1 know of nothing
which so animates and encourages the teacher as the frequent visit~
of parents and others. Nothing can inspire the pupils more than
the presence of their parents, and nothing can supply the place of
their zealous co-operation and frequent visits.
\\r e believe that investigation has proved thut the Free school

system, is the only one consistent with the national character of
our schools. This being so, neither the parsimony of the selfish,
the prejudices of the ignorant, nor the iosidious attacks of the ene-
mies of liberty will endanger its permanency or impair its useful-
ness. It appears consistant that if the State has anything at all
to do with education, if it has a right to impose a tax either di-
recti)" or indirectly for the maintainance of schools, it must also
have a right to prevent these means being ineffectual in educating
the people. By adopting a system of national education we deClare
that it is not an individual or parental duty, but a state one; and
government hal< undoubtedly the same right to compel the altend~
ance of children, wheu they are not sent by parents, that it has to
compel the payment of school tax ,•.•.hen necessary. Nor would
the rights of any parents be violated. No one can c1llim the un-
enviable right of keeping his children in ignorance, or the distinc"
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tion of depridllg them of the benefits of instruction prm'ided by
the State. .Every pcrson living in civilized society .enjoys certain'
advantagcs as a social being, and society has the power of demand-
ing that he be qualified to reciprocate those benefits. It therefore
provides for his education not merely on the ground of benefit to
the recipient individual, but to the coubtry of which he is a citizen.
The pllrent cannot demand to do that which is obviously wrong in
itself, hurtful to his offspring, and opposed to the interests of the
country. Rendering attendance compulsory would not at all effect
those who are willing to send, and those who are not would only
be prevented doing an injury to their children, and to the State.
The right of the parent to direct every action of his child is not a
natural one and should not therefore in this matter ba made legal.
The rights of the state are as natural as those of parents, and
llaving the same origin cannot bc incompatible, neither {'an there
be a just claim tei exemption from doing whnt is just. I should
uuder existing circumstances recommend having a truant commit-
tee appointed.

I am confident notwithstanding the many dcfects here and there
existing, that the school year just closed has been one of much
impro\.ement, not only in the managcment of the schools but also
in methods of instruction.

APPROPHl.\TIOKS.

W'hilst Jour committee would deprecate a lavish expenditure of
the public moneys, they are decidedly and unanimously of the
opinion that, to further reduce the school appropriation would be
detrimental to the best interests of the town.

But says the unfortunate one who has no children to educate,
or perhaps falls to discover the difference betwecn an education, 01'

its want, "you are paying too much wages!' To such we woulli
simply reply in the words of another. "If you don't, some one
else will.". 'Ve believe that tenchers like other professors or
mechanics/demand, and will obtain such prices as their services
are worth. It has been the desire and purpose of your com-
mittee the past year to employ such teachers. as were conscien-
tiously alive to their calling, and competent to impart instruction.
That we have been entirely successful would perhaps be assenting

!
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too much, but that the schools taken as a wholc, have been unusu-
ally profitable we fully believe. The value of education to a town
is scarcely to be estimated. The wealth of a town does 110t consist
merely in houses and lauds, in stocks and bonds, but any town
sadly overlooks its best investments, that fails to educate its chil-
dren. ltfental culture is mighty iu ils influence on society. A
few well-trained 'young men or women, going forth from ll. place
to other localitie8, udd much to the good reputation of the place
they came from. The \"811.10 of a town at home and abroad, lies
much in its educational advantages and resources, in its well-trained
children going out from its borders. 'Vhat act could the town
have passed more creditable to itself than those of the past t~\'O
rears, when she Las voted to erect the beautiful and conveuient
structures for the education of her children. "~hat citizen does
not feel the pro~der of the town of his adoption or birth-place.

EDWARD R. ASHLEY,} School
B. Y. WARNER, Co ittee
G. 1'. MORSE, mm .

. f
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